
 

The church & Her Work  
“I HAVE NO GREATER JOY THAN TO HEAR THAT MY CHILDREN ARE 

WALKING IN THE TRUTH. “3 JOHN 1:4  

These devotions, lessons, and service are being presented to you in love by servants of 

God.  It is our prayer that through this week we will grow together in our knowledge of 

the truth and we will put that knowledge into action for the kingdom of God.  We pray 

that together our faith, our hope, and our love will grow stronger through the bond we 

share, found in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  During this week if any of us can study 

with you regarding salvation found in Christ or strengthen your Christian walk then please 

let us know.  Thank you for opening your doors to us and hosting us with love.  You are 

truly a blessing to the church and it is our prayer that we are a blessing to you.  The 

following lessons presented this week have been prepared by the following men.  

 

Alfred Huff, from San Pedro church of Christ in San Antonio, Texas 

Chris Mulliniks, from Riverside church of Christ in Kerrville, Texas 

Joseph McWhorter, from Canyon Lake church of Christ in Canyon Lake, Texas 

Parker LaGrange, from Dripping Springs church of Christ, in Dripping Springs, Texas 

Raoul Ferris, from Riverside church of Christ in Kerrville, Texas 

Stephen LupPlace, from Bell Avenue church of Christ in Amarillo, Texas 
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The Places We Must Go 
JULY 5TH PRE-MISSON TRIP DEVOTIONAL by Alfred Huff  

Esther 4:14 

Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 

NKJV 

Mordecai had to remind Esther that God had placed her in the kingdom for “such a time as 

this.” Prior to this, Esther had not seen the need that was before her people. It took Mordecai 

bringing it to her attention. Once Esther realized her role in the “kingdom”, she set about 

taking the necessary steps to help fix the problem. 

• Questions to Ponder:  
 
 

o What has convicted you to volunteer for this mission trip? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

o Was it in response to someone bringing the need before you, like 

Esther, and you saw your responsibility to minister to others? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

o What is your gift? Read 2 Thessalonians 3:13.  

 
____________________________________________________________ 
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Being a Refreshing Christian 

July 6th On the Road Devotional by Stephan LupPlace  

 

In the Bible, we often read about how brief our time on earth is. James 4:14 says that life, 

“…is a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.” Psalm 144:4 says, “Man is like a 

breath; his days are like a passing shadow.” And even Job reminds us that we “…spring up 

like flowers and wither away” (Job 14:2). 

Many people in the world today are so wrapped up in their own successes and failures that 

they don’t seem to notice others around them who are struggling. However, since our lives 

are short, we must not waste them by constantly serving only ourselves and our interests. 

When we do that, we smell like the world instead of like Christ.  

If we truly want to be refreshing and fragrant Christians, we must remember Paul’s words 

in Ephesians 5:2. He said, “…walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” 

There are two main ways in which we can do this: 

1. Elevation – esteeming Christ and others as higher than ourselves (Phil. 

2:3; 1 Pet. 3:15). When we are willing to place Jesus and His concern for 

the poor and suffering above our own wants, then we are a pleasing 

aroma to God and others. 

2. Submission – submitting to God’s will for us to be holy and set apart (1 

Peter 2:9). This means giving up those bad habits and “guilty pleasures” 

that the world tries to tell us are okay. When we submit everything to 

God, then He will gently lead us. 

When we consciously live by these two biblical principles, we are imitating Christ. Sadly, 

not everyone we encounter will appreciate this (John 15:18-19), but for those who 

genuinely seek something more in this life, we can be sources of light and comfort.  

Questions: 

1. In what ways did Jesus elevate and submit Himself to God? 

2. What are some specific ways that you can elevate Christ in your life?  

3. What are some specific ways that you can elevate others in your life?  

4. Have you truly submitted to God’s will for you to be holy and set apart? 

5. How can you be a refreshing Christian to your family, friends, neighbors, 

etc.? 
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The Ripple Effect 

JULY 7TH DEVOTIONAL by Alfred Huff  

Acts 1:8 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 

NKJV 

The ripple effect is defined by Merriam-Webster as: a spreading, pervasive, and usually 

unintentional effect or influence. When Jesus spoke the words found in Acts 1:8, He was 

intentional with His ripple effect. He told the apostles in this verse that they would start a 

ripple effect, that effect would be felt throughout the ages and we are living proof of that 

effect. They were to start at Jerusalem, then go to Judea and Samaria.  Afterward, they were 

to go to the ends of the earth in spreading the good news of Christ. 

• Questions to Ponder: 
o Take a minute and define what your “Jerusalem” is. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
o Take a minute and define what your “Judea and Samaria” is. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
o Take a minute and define what your “end of the earth” is. 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

o How can you minister to the individuals in each of these three areas? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Who? That’s not my job! 

July 8th Joseph McWhorter  

Introduction: 

A. Whose job is it to spread the gospel? 

B. Is it the preacher and your minister’s job?  

C. Is it the elders’ job?  

D. Is it adults’ job? 

E. Is it your job?  

 

I. Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus told His followers to go into all the world 

and teach the gospel.  

 

A. Who was he talking to? His followers.  

B. Who did he exempt from doing this? No Christian is exempt.  

C. If you can teach someone anything, you should be teaching people 

about Jesus.  

 
II. Acts 8:1-3- The Christians in Jerusalem were scattered all over.  

 

A. Acts 8:4- Those who were scattered preached.  

B. They were in a bad situation; they were being persecuted. But they 

still taught.  

C. They were probably scared but they still did it! 

D. What excuses do we use to not tell people about Jesus? 

 

Conclusion:  

A. God is always there to support you.  

B. You just always have to speak his words and you can be brave enough to tell 

anyone about Jesus.  
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Be A Do Gooder 

JULY 9TH DEVOTIONAL by Alfred Huff  

 

Galatians 6:9-10 

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not 

lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who 

are of the household of faith.  NKJV 

Paul encouraging the Galatian church to not go weary while doing good; this can be hard at 

times. Our reward for the good we do is not always going to be found here on earth. The 

“good” we do is directed to two groups; “all” and “household of faith.” 

• Questions to Ponder: 
 
 

o What “good” are you currently doing in your Christian walk? Read 

James 4:17 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
o Who in your circle of influence makes up the group “all” found in 

verse 10? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
o Who in your circle of influence makes up the group “household of 

faith” found in verse 10? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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From YouTube to YouDo  

July 10th Devotional by Parker LaGrange 

 “Dude! You’ve gotta look at that video on YouTube!”. I'm sure you've heard 

this once or twice in your life. Whether it be a funny vine, a horse doing a front 

flip, a super cringey music video, or a really talented content producer, YouTube 

has it all. YouTube is one of the leading websites and apps in our world today. 

Look at some of these incredible facts about YouTube: 

● YouTube is pulling in 1.8 billion viewers per day.  

● YouTube is the world’s second largest search engine and third most visited 

site after Google and Facebook.  

● 400 hours of video are uploaded to YouTube every minute.  

● We watch over 1 billion hours of YouTube videos a day, more than Netflix 

and Facebook video combined. 70% of YouTube views come from mobile 

devices 

● The average mobile viewing session lasts more than 40 minutes 

Clearly YouTube is very popular right now, but why? What is so special 

about YouTube that it is bringing in these types of numbers? YouTube is practical. 

It's basically like Google, except for videos. You can learn so many things from 

YouTube. Wanna learn how to shave? Go to YouTube! Wanna learn how to ski? Go 

to YouTube! Wanna know how to cook something special? Go to YouTube! Having 

car problems? Go to YouTube! You get what I'm saying.  

 Now with YouTube, you can learn to do something all day. You can watch 

video after video and really have it down in your mind what you need to do, but in 

order to execute that task, you've got to actually do it. If my car is smoking every 

time I drive, I can watch videos and learn how to fix it, but my car isn't going to get 

fixed just because I watched those videos, right? I have to actually go out there and 

work on my car! I have to take the wisdom that I've gained from those videos and 

put them in action.  

 In James 1:22, James says that we have to prove ourselves doers of the word, 

and not merely hearers who delude ourselves. What does that mean? Well, James 

has been talking about in the verses before that we have been brought forth by the 

word of truth so that we might be the first fruits among His creatures (vs. 18). 

Then, we need to be “quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger because the 

anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God” (vs. 19,20). It's easy to 

http://www.pulsemarketing.net/video-marketing/major-announcement-from-the-worlds-second-largest-search-engine-youtube/
https://youtube.googleblog.com/2017/02/you-know-whats-cool-billion-hours.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sirenabergman/2017/02/28/we-spend-a-billion-hours-a-day-on-youtube-more-than-netflix-and-facebook-video-combined/#2379c31b5ebd
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sirenabergman/2017/02/28/we-spend-a-billion-hours-a-day-on-youtube-more-than-netflix-and-facebook-video-combined/#2379c31b5ebd
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look at those verses and say “yeah, simple enough. I can totally do that!”. It's just 

like watching a very practical YouTube video. You watch the video and say I can 

absolutely do that; that is until you get to the task and realize it's a lot easier said 

than done. James is telling us to be quick to hear the word of truth. Am I starving 

for God's word? Am I craving it day and night? We need to be slow to speak 

concerning the word of truth. Why would I need to be slow to speak concerning 

God's word? Because in 3:1 we see we need to accurately handle the word of truth! 

If we don't handle it correctly and are careless with that word of truth, or if we 

misspeak the word of truth, does it still have the power to save souls (vs. 21)? It no 

longer has the power to make us the first fruits! And finally, we need to be slow to 

anger at the word of truth. Why? What could possibly make us angry from God's 

word? God is going to tell us things we probably don't want to hear. For example, 

the very next verse (vs. 21), James says to put aside all filthiness, wickedness, and 

receive the word implanted in humility because that word is able to save our souls. 

I want my soul to be saved, don't you? James is telling us what we have to do in 

order to save our souls! I have to put aside all filthiness and wickedness, okay I see 

that, so is my soul saved? No! It's got to be put in action! I have to actually put 

aside my filthiness and wickedness. I have to throw that out of the window! You've 

got to prove yourself to God as a doer of the words that He has given to you! I can 

know what His word says, but if I don't do it, will I become a first fruit (the best of 

the crops)? Absolutely not. How many people in the world say they've heard the 

Word and think they're fine without having to do any service for God? It's so sad, 

but it's so true. They're deluding themselves.  

 James goes on to use a very powerful illustration in verses 23 through 25. 

“For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at 

his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he 

has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks 

intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a 

forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.”  

When you wake up in the morning, or if you're on a dinner date and you go 

to the bathroom, what's one of the first things you do? You look in the mirror, 

right? For some of you, I bet you frighten your mirror every day… (LOL just 

kidding). Well, why do we look in the mirror? We want to see if there's something 

in our teeth. We want to make sure we look good. If there's something wrong, we 

want to know so we can fix it. Look at the illustration James uses with this mirror. 

What's the mirror in the illustration? It's the word of truth! When we go before 

God's word of truth, He shows us exactly who we are. There's no hiding our 
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character flaws - everything is revealed. Mirrors don't lie do they? If you've got a 

huge piece of pepper in your teeth, the mirror is going to reveal that there is 

pepper in your teeth. If you see that, you're going to want to fix that instantly! 

You're going to do everything you can to get rid of that flaw. But not this man in 

the illustration. He goes to the mirror, sees the huge chunk of pepper, and he just 

walks away without a care in the world. That's absurd to us! Spiritually speaking, 

what does this look like? We’ll stay in the book of James and use the sin of 

showing partiality for example. If a man struggles with being judgmental and 

shows favoritism to specific people but really isn't a terrible guy in other areas, he 

looks at verses like 2:9 that say “if you show partiality you are committing sin and 

are convicted by the law as transgressors,” and doesn't care. He reads the verse, 

shuts the Bible and continues to show partiality without a care in his mind. He 

thinks to himself “well, I don't cuss or drink or participate in immorality, so I can 

let this slide.” This man isn't striving to change. He's content with where he is. Can 

God shape himself into a first fruit? He's deluded himself into thinking he already 

is! Now notice the contrast. This other guy, he looks intently in the mirror, notices 

the pepper in his teeth, and does everything he can to get it out. He sees that he 

has been struggling with showing partiality, reads 2:9 and decides that he needs to 

change. He repents, he asks for forgiveness, and he works on his life with God. 

That's a guy with some common sense. That's a guy who is looking intently at the 

word of truth and wants to learn and be changed by it. What a perfect example we 

have. He sees that something needs to change and is willing to take those steps. 

He is being an effectual doer and not a forgetful hearer! This is what we should 

strive to do.  

So, what can we do with this? How can we go from YouTube to YouDo? We 

need to focus on doing the righteousness of God and doing the works of God in 

order to become the complete and perfect individuals. We need to plant the word 

of truths in our lives and give it the power to save our souls. Only if we allow it to 

live in us and become a part of us will we give God the opportunity to make us a 

part of His first fruits.  

“Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude 

themselves.” - James 1:22 
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Discussion Questions: 

1. What is similar about YouTube and the Bible? 

2. Why should we be doers of the word of truth? 

3. What are some things you could do for your church to be a more effectual doer?  
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You Win, When You “When” 

July 11th Devotional by Chris Mulliniks 

 

• Who are Mrs. White, Miss Scarlett, Mrs. Peacock, Colonel Mustard, and 
Professor Plum? 
o They are characters in the board game “Clue”.  
o What questions do you have to solve to win the game? 

• 1st:  Who? 

• 2nd:  Where? 

• 3rd:  and with What 

▪ Colonel Mustard, in the Kitchen, with the Candlestick.  
o One of the things you don’t have to figure out is: 

• When 
o For this game it doesn’t matter when. 
o But there is a “When,” when it comes to God.  

• When we talk about when things happen, we think about things like this: 
o When is: Time? 

• When are you available? 
• How long did you spend doing it? 

o When is:  phrases like 
• It’s about time.  
• You’re out of time.  

• We had a great time.  
o When is:  Does it happen at all? 

• When do we have time? 
• When do you find time? 
• When do you make time? 

o When is:  How does time feel? 

• The class flew by.  
• This game is lasting forever! 

• So, if Mrs. White, Miss Scarlett, Mrs. Peacock, Colonel Mustard, or Professor 
Plum are ever going to worship the Lord, when will they do it? 

• Find the “When” in this verse 
o Deuteronomy 6:4 — 4 "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one!  5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your strength. 

• Hear, O Israel 
o When to “hear” 
o When is the best time to listen? 

• Before the test or after the test? 

• Before you have problems or after you get in trouble? 
• Before the starting gun goes off or after the race has started? 
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o The best time to hear the LORD is: 
• Before 

• From the beginning 
• Early  

• The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 
o When is the LORD your LORD? 

• He is one. 
• He is the one. 

• He is the only one. 
• He is Lord. 
• He is the LORD. 
• He is your only Lord. 

o How does it work to have more than one boyfriend, more than one 
girlfriend? 
• Usually not so well! 
• Neither one gets all your attention, all your focus. 
• If there’s more than one god in your life, if you give some things the 

same importance as the God, faith, the Bible, if you split your focus 
between what this person wants and what the LORD wants, there 
are going to be problems. 

• Someone’s going to be happy and someone’s going to be 
disappointed.  

• Has someone ever said they don’t have time for you? 
• When do you make time for the LORD?  

• And you shall love the LORD with all of your heart, soul, and strength. 
o Loving God is connected with loving each other 

• 1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is 
a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how 
can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment 
we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 

o When is that love shown to someone else? 
• Matthew 25:37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, 

when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You 
drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked 
and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and 
come to You?' 40 And the King will answer and say to them, 
'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, you did it to Me.'  

• Two groups are asked this question 
• One answers “When did we ever see you.”  They are the ones Jesus 

will say, “Depart from Me into everlasting fire.” 
• The other group said “When we saw anyone that had needs, we 

helped them.” They are the ones Jesus says, “Come, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you.” 

o So, when for my “heart” 
• After I’m married? 
• After I have a home? 
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• After I’m out of high school? 
• After I’m out of college? 

• When I’m old? 
o When for my “soul”? 

• When I’m ready to lead in the church? 
• When my faith is stronger? 

o When with my “strength”? 
• After I’m done playing sports? 

• When I don’t have to work so much? 
• If you never find the when you will never find the who, the where, or the with 

what.  
• But once you find the “When” did they do it, then you can start to ask the other 

questions. 
o If Professor Plum wasn’t ever in the church building, he can’t ________, 

(fill in the blank). 
o But if Professor Plum takes the time to go there, then what else could he 

have done? 
o The Who did it, Where did they do it, and What did they do it with start 

to become questions you can answer once you know if they ever had the 
When.  

• I hope the answer to this Clue game isn’t a mystery for you. 
• I hope these are your answers. 

o I did it. 
o With my heart, soul, and strength. 
o Oh, and the when?  

• When I give my life to the LORD every day. 
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Finding your neighbor? 

July 12th Devotional by Joseph McWhorter  

Luke 10:25-37 

Introduction:  

A. Who should you tell about Jesus?  

B. Is there anybody that you shouldn’t talk to about Him? 

C. What about the people that don’t like you? 

D. What about the people who smell funny or look different than you? 

 
I. People ask Jesus how to go to heaven. V.25-29 

A. Jesus said you have to love your neighbor as yourself.  

B. The people wanted to know more about that.  

C. They wanted to know who their neighbor was.  

II. Jesus told a story about a traveler. V.29-30 

A. He was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho.  

B. And he got mugged.  

C. They left him for dead.  

III. Then some other people passed by. V.31-36 

A. The priest and the Levite thought they were better than him so they 

ignored him.  

B. They didn’t help him even though they were supposed to be godly 

men.  

C. Then a Samaritan came and helped the man.  

1. The Samaritans and the Jews didn’t like each other at all.  

2. They did everything to avoid each other.  

3. They were usually cruel to each other.  

4. But this man put that aside and helped the poor beaten up 

man.  

IV. Everyone is our neighbor.  

A. We should have an attitude that we are willing to help anyone who is 

hurt or needy.  

B. That means even the people that aren’t like us.  

C. If we would help the poor with money and the hungry with food, 

that is great.  

D. But we also need to help those who need spiritual help.  

E. NOTHING is as important as telling people about Jesus.  

F. We need to be willing to tell everyone.  
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Conclusion: 

A. Everyone needs Jesus.  

B. We can talk to our friends and people like us first.  

C. But we should remember to tell everyone about Jesus.  
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Bits and Beats 

July 13 Departing Devotional by Chris Mulliniks  

 

“Leaving a bit of our hearts behind” 

  

• Have you ever gone on a trip and then realized you forgot something? 
o Your folder 
o Your jacket 
o Your toothbrush  
o How big of a problem is it going to be? 

• What about when you find something that someone else forgot? 
o Did they need it? 
o Can you get it back to them? 
o Did they mean to leave it? 

• What do you do when that something that was left behind was you or a friend? 
o The funny that makes you laugh.  
o The part of you that you only find when they are around.  
o The person who was with you at the place when that “thing” happened.   
o You remember…that friend. 

• How do we say goodbye? 
• Goodbyes, the Bible has lots of goodbyes.  

o Paul and the Ephesians elders 
o Jesus and the apostles 
o Joseph and his family  
o Paul and Barnabas 
o Paul and Mark 
o Jesus and Judas 
o Paul and the Thessalonians 
o Jesus and the Rich young ruler 
o Jesus and his mother 

• Most of these goodbyes were bad goodbyes 
o Bad because there were tears, hate, disagreement, disappointment, fear, lost 

potential, betrayal, or the end of a life. 
o Bad because it usually involved someone not doing what they were suppose to 

or someone being mean to those who were trying to do the right thing. 
• What will our goodbye be, what will we leave behind with each other? 

o Will it be bad because we aren’t living our potential? 
o Or will it be good because we are and we have hope for what will come later? 

• The ultimate hope is to see them in heaven.  
o When the Mary’s saw Jesus after his resurrection they were SO happy. 
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o When the disciples saw Jesus on the road to Emmaus there was SO much 
excitement. 

o How much more excitement will we have when we see Jesus on that day, the 
ultimate day, the day He returns? 

• Whatever gets left behind we don’t want to leave anyone behind. We want to bring as 
many people with us as we can.  
o Whatever is lost we don’t want their soul to be lost. 

• When we say goodbye, we leave a bit of our hearts but we take a bit of theirs that we 
didn’t have before with us. 
o We take what we discovered together.  
o We take the courage we found together.  
o We take the awareness of when our eyes were opened to something we didn’t 

know before. 

• Christ left something of himself behind. 
o Memories 
o Examples 
o Hope 
o A path 

• What will you find of what Christ left behind for you? 
o 1 Corinthians 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
o Philippians 3:8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;  

• What will you leave when you are gone?   
o What will be found after you leave? 
o How will you be found? 

• Remember when Jesus left the apostles: 
o Acts 1:9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel, 11 who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into 
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come 
in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven." 

• “Why do you stand gazing at what isn’t there anymore?” 
o It’s like the angels are saying, “Don’t you have things to do? Stop standing 

around here staring at the sky.” 
o Our hope is that we’re going to see Him again.  
o And if we see Him again, we have hope of seeing each other again.  

• But for now, there is stuff to do till we see Christ again. 
• So, stop standing around here staring at each other and get to work. 
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Missions Just Begun 

July 14th Post-Mission Trip Devotional by Alfred Huff  

Matthew 28:19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

NKJV 

 

Jesus’ last command to His disciples was to “Go.” Jesus knew in order for His gospel to be 

spread as His Father intended, His followers would need to go and “make disciples.” They 

would not be able to stay put; they would have to go as Abraham was called by God to go. 

• Questions to Ponder: 
 
 

o Jesus has commanded His followers to “Go” and spread His good 

news, where are we commanded to go? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
o Jesus also command the we “teach,” who are we to teach? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
o In the command to “teach,” what are called to teach to those who 

would be disciples of His? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 


